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Colombia has the highest level of income inequality among Latin American countries, which likely translates into disparities in the aging experience. This study uses data on adults ages 60 and older from the 2017 National Survey of Quality of Life to examine socioeconomic stratification in physical health and psychological well-being. Colombians are assigned to estratos that reflect their residential location as well as social and economic position. Compared to those in the lowest estrato, older adults in the middle and high estratos are less likely to report having sensory impairment or difficulty with daily activities. They are also 1-2 times more likely to report feeling happy and calm. Those in the highest estratos are less likely to report feeling worried. Results suggest there is tremendous variation in the aging experience across socioeconomic strata and that older adults in the lowest strata are particularly disadvantaged with respect to health and well-being. Ancillary Study (n=2,042) . We constructed latent variables of visual and verbal cognitive abilities. Using structural equation modeling, we estimated direct effects of education on cognition and indirect effects through SES (income and wealth), and health (chronic conditions and health behaviors). Small, yet statistically significant, indirect effects of education on cognition through income, wealth, and stroke (for visual ability) and through stroke (for verbal ability) were observed. However, the majority of the association between education and cognitive ability (90% and 96% for visual/ verbal cognitive ability, respectively) was not explained SES or health. Interventions to reduce disparities in late-life cognitive ability should address educational disparities in early-life.
THE DIRECT AND INDIRECT EFFECTS OF EDUCATION ON LATE-LIFE COGNITIVE ABILITY IN MEXICO
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Recent rapid aging in Colombia raises questions about the health status of older adults, but there has been very little research in this population. This study examines variation in biological risk by age, gender, and educational attainment using data from the 2015 SABE-Colombia, a nationally representative survey of Colombians ages 60 and older. Levels of cholesterol (total, HDL, and LDL), triglycerides, glucose, and hemoglobin were measured from whole blood and clinical cut-points were used to determine high-risk on each indicator. The five metabolic indicators were summed to create a total risk score; 58% of older adults had a score of 1 or more. Those ages 80 and older and women had lower risk, as did those with at least primary education. These patterns were also observed for high-risk on hemoglobin (13% prevalence), an indicator of anemia. Most older Colombians have some biological risk, but this varies by key subgroups.
